Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus epidural abscess treated with ceftaroline fosamil salvage therapy.
A case of a patient who received ceftaroline fosamil as salvage therapy for a methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) epidural abscess is reported. A 48-year-old white woman arrived at the emergency department (ED) with an altered mental status. She had been to the ED two days prior with complaints of sudden-onset and worsening neck pain. She had a history of compacted disks in her neck secondary to a motor vehicle accident that occurred three years prior but that did not require surgical intervention. Computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging scans confirmed an epidural abscess with wound cultures growing MRSA. The admitting physician indicated that the patient was severely septic. Acyclovir, ceftriaxone, and vancomycin were initiated for empirical treatment due to suspected meningitis. Paired blood cultures also continued to grow MRSA in four of four bottles collected four days after admission. This indicated that antimicrobial therapy was not successfully eradicating the MRSA found in the blood and the patient's clinical status was deteriorating. Ceftaroline was used as salvage therapy, resulting in rapid clearance of MRSA from the blood and the patient becoming afebrile in 24 hours. Blood culture tests on hospital day 11-one day after ceftaroline initiation-were clear of MRSA. The patient was discharged to a long-term-care facility and ordered ceftaroline fosamil 600 mg i.v. every 12 hours for four weeks. A MRSA epidural abscess in a 48-year-old woman was successfully treated with ceftaroline fosamil 600 mg every 12 hours as salvage therapy.